Presence of laminin and 67KDa laminin-receptor on endothelial surface of lung capillaries. An immunocytochemical study.
The existence of cell surface-associated molecules has been claimed to play a major role in cellular recognition and interaction. In this respect, different tumor cell lines express laminin and its receptor, and this expression has been correlated with metastatic potential. In the present work, we have studied, by electron microscopic immunolabeling methods, the presence of laminin and 67KDa laminin-receptor on the surface of endothelial cells of lung blood capillaries. To label these molecules, we have developed an easy method in which the labeling is carried out "in situ", in previously excised lungs. The presence of both molecules was observed on the luminal surface of endothelial capillaries and, in many cases, gold particles were associated to small open vesicles of the endothelial cells. The results suggest that these molecules, traditionally associated to extracellular matrix, are also expressed in cellular surface of the lung vascular bed.